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A Message From Our President

It has been another season filled with
energy and challenging ourselves to
discover new growth for our historic Water
Mill Museum. We hosted well-received art
shows, the 39th Annual Quilt Show and
Sale, Children’s Milling Programs and a
quilting project for kids in a setting where
they were surrounded by quilts and seasoned
quilters to lend a hand.

We continued to pursue collaborative
opportunities  with the Bridgehampton
Museum and with the leadership of Stacy
Myers, to offer several programs to
numerous local schools to enhance their
core curriculum. Models that demonstrated
some of the uses of our mill over the years as well as seeing a water
mill in motion elicited excitement and loads of questions from our
young learners. An easy walk across the street to observe the inner
workings of a windmill was a unique opportunity. We have
compelling stories and we love to share them.

As a board we have been visiting neighboring museums and
exploring additional funding opportunities. Rachel Verno. our
director. is an essential force as we imagine our path forward.

ATTENTION
Artist
Members

If you wish to
take part in the
Members’ Art Show
next spring. it is
essential that we
have your contact
information,
Please be sure that
we have your

Construction underway for the Mill’'s new septic system

If you drove past the mill recently, you
observed a very active construction site. Two
years ago we discovered the failure of our
antiquated brick septic system. Since then,
our engineers designed our new system,
received the necessary permits from NYS,
Suffolk  County and the Town of
Southampton. We have been approved for
(CPF) Water Quality Improvement Plan
Grant Funding on completion of the project.
Finally, construction started two weeks ago,
after the seasonal closing of the mill. The
extensive excavation of practically every
inch of the courtyard will require some
additional funds to restore the area.

We appeal to you, our friends and neighbors, to help us
complete this project and to help us continue the smaller repairs
that keep cropping up in an old building. We are grateful for your
donation, large or small, and have enclosed an envelope for your
convenience.

On behalf of the Board, I thank you and look forward to seeing
you next season.

Sincerely, Sandy Raynor, President

Nog

email address.
Questions?

Go to our website
to register or
contact
director@watermill
museum.org

To celebrate the 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE UNITED STATES, the
Water Mill Museum is participating in Suffolk County’s Passport 250 Program in 2026 by honoring Water
Mill residents who fought for our independence. If you have letters, photographs, diaries or any other
historical documents pertaining to our fight for independence that you would like to share for our upcoming
exhibit, please contact the museum at director @ watermillmuseum.org or call (631) 726-4625.




2025 Quilt Show

Our 39th Annual Quilt Show in August transformed the museum and gallery into a colorful, fabric art show! We displayed
many beautiful quilts of all sizes, both new and antique, and a small selection of fabric notions.

With several new participants this year, we featured well over 250 pieces, and with the sales and the raffle combined, we
raised about $4,000 for the museum.

Our raffle quilt, “1800’s Antique Red Stars™, an expertly hand-pieced and hand-quilted antique in beautiful condition was
won by Carrie Anton of Springs, NY, a regular visitor to our show. The drawing was held at our business meeting in October.

Looking ahead to our 40th Annual Show in 2026, we encourage all of our members and [riends to pass the word that we
accept all quilts and some small fabric works to sell during our show. Anyone interested in participating or want to be added
to our mailing list, please contact Eileen Noonan 516-848-7500 or Peggy Helstowski 516-443-6692.

Children working on their
quilting projects with adult
quilters lending a hand

Students from Amagansett School, The Ross School and Our Lady of the Hamptons
enjoying tours of the Water Mill and the Corwith Windmill



The Hildreth Mill at Seven Ponds

Most of the early mills in Eastern Long Island were built to
grind grain—but some of them had a different purpose.

In 1822, a father and son team—Daniel Hildreth 11 and Daniel
Hildreth 111—built a wind-powered sawmill in the Seven Ponds
area near Water Mill. This mill may have been modeled after one
that Nathaniel Dominy V built in East Hampton in 1798.

The Water Mill Muscum has recently acquired a working
model of the Hildreth sawmill that shows its most important design
features. It was a post mill, the earliest windmill design. The
structure was built around a central wooden column, so that the
entire mill could be rotated to optimally face directly into the wind.
Its vanes were covered nol in canvas sheets, but in wooden panels
that could be adjusted according to the velocity of the breeze.

The mill's saw mechanism operated like an automobile
crankshaft, but in reverse: the turning windshaft powered the up-
and-down motion of the sawblade. The saw’s teeth marks are still
clearly visible on a wide board cut from a large log at the Hildreth
mill, which can be seen on display at the Water Mill Museum.

In the summer 1912 issue of The Southampton Magazine,
Charles A. Jagger wrote, “This old saw mill was exceedingly

picturesque and a vivid recollection of it is indelibly photographed
in almost every eye that has ever looked upon it.”

The Water Mill Museum is proud to celebrate this local
example of Wooden Age craftsmanship and ingenuity for
harnessing the wind and to commemorate it in our present time.
Come see our working model of this ingenious sawmill!

B ..

i s
RO -
L2 N4
=3
A

Our model on loan to the Bridgehampton Museum

Working models of the Hildreth Sawmill made by Steven Peiffer



2026 Water Mill Museum Board

Director/Manager — Rachel Verno

Board of Directors

President — Sandy Raynor
Recording Secretary — Cindy Corwith

Vice President — Donna Liehr
Corresponding Secretary — Anita Bishop

Treasurer — Eileen Noonan

Committees:

Membership — Donna Liehr

Hospitality — Faye Andreasen, Donna Liehr
Buildings & Grounds — Bob Liehr

Gift Shop — Sherrill Adams

Traveling School Tours — Steven Peiffer
Investments Chairman— Charles Halsey
Investments — Vivian Corwith

Archives — Jeanne White, Sue Taylor

Quilt Show/Facebook — Eileen Noonan

Quilt Show — Peggy Helstowski

Website — Ann Lombardo

Newsletter — Susan McCulley, Rosanna Hansen
Calendar/Rentals — Faye Andreasen

A very special thank you to our members, supporters, and volunteers,
who along with our board of directors keep the Water Mill running

* Kathryn Odell-Hamilton for once again curating our Annual
Members™ Art Show

* Meredith White, Jamie Wilson and Alfonso Blas for
maintaining our beautiful gardens

* Michael Donnellan from Summerhill Landscapes for his
generous expertise

* Lou Puglisi for all the beautiful artwork he donates year after
year

= Stacy Myers for her enthusiasm in helping us expand our
school programs

» Connor Flanagan for all the sound advice and guidance

* Merry and Greg Bellafiore of Long Island East Printers for
always making our newsletter so special

* Ed Hurley for keeping a watchful eye over the mill all year
long

* Ray Wellen and Danny McKeever for keeping us safe

Honorary Life Members

Lucille Berrill Paulsen
Muriel Petty
Gay Colina

Marlene Haresign
Mary Maran
R. Timothy Maran

Online at www.watermillmuseum.org

or find us on Facebook

* Ricky Muller for overseeing our latest major endeavor

* Marilyn Holstein of Discovery Maps for always including us

» Mary Godfrey of Mary Godfrey Custom Framing and
Photography for her generosity and expertise with our exhibits

= Jimmy Corwith for keeping our signs straight

* Gary Sapiane from WLNG for the terrific ads for our Annual
Quilt Show

= Bob Eisenberg of East End Blueprints for always helping us
with our projects

* Strong Oil for keeping our drinks cold at the Annual
Members' Art Show

Members of Water Mill Museum

If you are interested in serving on the board of the
Water Mill Museum, please notify the board of directors
by email through director@watermillmuseum.org

Please scan and sign up
to receive emails about
our news and events.

We appreciate your support!
Thank you

To write us: Water Mill Museum
PO Box 63
Water Mill, NY 11976
To phone us: 631-726-4625




